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UM-WMC INTEGRATION IS OPENING local + cs
NEW VISTAS IN HIGHER EDUCATION
MISSOULA--
An expanding array of educational innovations, emerging from the integration of 
Western Montana College and the University of Montana, is providing the stage for needed 
and dynamic revisions within the echelons of the six-unit Montana University System.
Over 100 proposals, detailing unprecedented coordinational dividends, have germinated 
from the two units' Joint Program Planning Committee since its establishment in July of 
1976.
That 10-member panel, charged with resolving the intricate and challenging format of 
affiliation, is directed by co-chairman Dr. Jon A. Rudbach, UM professor of microbiology, 
and Dr. Dale R. Tash, WMC academic dean.
Also serving from the University are Dr. Patricia Douglas, presidential assistant;
Dr. John Photiades, professor of economics; Dr. Howard Reinhardt, professor of mathematics, 
and Thomas Livers, a UM student.
Occupying counterpart roles from the Dillon campus are Dr. Daniel Block, professor 
of biological science; Dr. Frank Busch, professor of social science and history; Dr. Nyles 
Humphrey, athletic director, and Mike Foster, student delegate.
Foremost among committee priorities is the assurance of highest quality academic 
programs, designed for maximum utilization of facilities and resources on the Dillon and 
Missoula campuses, as mandated last March by University System regents.
Anticipating a general leveling-off of system-wide enrollment, regents issued the 
call for coordination between units to insure "a coherent, integrated system of higher 
education, whose components form a logical pattern, responsive to the Commissioner of 
Higher Education and the Board of Regents."
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The UM-WMC merger marks an historic step in that direction.
Already implemented by the joint committee are such cooperative ventures as:
--Transferability of credits between the two units.
--Interchange of faculty to provide broad and balanced offerings on each campus.
--Staff and student co-accessibility to libraries, bookstores, and other resources 
at each unit.
--Availability of University placement and student services for WMC.
--Coordination of academic, administrative and support services.
Programs articulated thus far include microbiology, medical technology, pre-medical 
sciences, pre-pharmacy, biology, pre-natural resources (forestry, wildlife biology and 
recreation), journalism, home economics, geography and geology.
Additional programs are currently under study and scheduled for possible inclusion 
next fall.
Future projects, which have ignited committee optimism, span a wealth of imaginative 
options freighted with massive dividends for Treasure State citizenry.
Now on the drawing board are proposals dealing with:
Designation on the WMC campus of a Rural Education Center geared toward provision of 
specialized teachers and services for small-school areas.
--Expansion of four-year baccalaureate and two-year associate of arts programs at 
W e s t e r n .
--Common registration and admission procedures to facilitate student migrations between 
the two units.
--Equipment affording WMC accessibility to the University's computer and television 
facilities.
Dr. Tash, a veteran of 25 years service in the University System, reports the 
integration studies have "proven unbelievingly fascinating" to committee members.
"Viewing the latent potential for educational benefits--particularly those unique 
to Montana--success of this merger will comprise a significant chapter in Montana history," 
he adds.
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"Affiliation efforts signal a new era of accord, not only between the University and 
Western, but among all units as well," Tash noted. "It's a far cry from past autonomy when 
our six units engaged in perennial competition for budgets, buildings, programs, and 
students."
Supporting those sentiments is Dr. Rudbach who quickly attributes the committee's 
initial success to "enthusiastic support of students, faculty and administrators from both 
campuses."
That cooperation, he stresses, has allowed initiation of numerous programs by autumn 
quarter of 1977.
"These expanded options, developed through coordination between the Missoula and 
Dillon units, will provide a unique opportunity for incoming collegians wishing to inaugurate 
careers on a small campus," Rudbach explains.
"Of critical import," he continues, "the cooperative effort of UM and WMC projects 
optimal use of personnel and physical facilities on both campuses, accruing long-range 
benefits to both students and taxpayers."
Both Rudbach and Tash caution against rushing merger completion, maintaining that 
while progress thus far has proven extremely encouraging, finalization is not forseeable 
within the current academic year.
"We are dealing with a totally-new and unique adventure, involving radical contrasts 
to long-established educational traditions,” Tash emphasized. "During its brief tenure, 
our committee is unanimously convinced that inter-unit cooperation is the logical answer to 
problems besetting Montana's post-secondary structure.
"The ultimate success of UM-WMC integration will, in the final analysis, be resolved 
on the basis of time, effort--and patience among all concerned."
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